Claim! (currently amended): A method for identifying a chaxactcristic of abulk flowable 

material, coinptising the steps of: 

selecting a bulk flowable material having a:determined property, 
causing said bulk flowable material to flow; aad 

m5?k ^aid^r^^ 
material tn flow: and 

periodically dispensing a property identification marker into said bulk flowable matenal. 

Claim 2 (original): The method according to claim 1, wherein said bulk flowable material 

comprises an agricultural product. 

Claim 3 (previously amended): The method according to claim 2, wherein said agricultural 
product comprises an unharvested agricultural product. 

Claim 4 (original): The method according to claim 2, wherein said agricultural product 
comprises a harvested agricultural crop. 
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Claim 5 (original): The method according to claim 4, wherein said harvested agricultural crop is 
located in a transport container. 

Claim 6 (original): The method according to claim 4, wherein said harvested agricultural crop is 
located in a crop harvesting apparatus. 

Claim J (previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information identifying a grower of said bulk flowable material. 

Claim / (previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker contains herniation identifying an owner of said bulk flowable material. 

Ik ^ 
Claim / (previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 

identification marker contains information indicating geographic origin of said bulk flowable 
material. 

vl 

Claim yS (previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information indicating a genetic property of said bulk flowable 

material 



Claim/i (previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information indicating a historical record of said bulk flowable 
material. 
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Claim yi (previously amended): The method according to claim 2, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information indicating a crop variety designation related to said 



agricultural product. 



Claim ^(previously amended): The method according to claim 2, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information indicating a specific trait associated with said 
agricultural product. 

Claim ^(previously amended): The method according to claim 2, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information useful for indicating whether said agricultural product 

is a genetically modified organism. 



Claim ^(previously amended): The method according to claim 2, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information indicating said agricultural product's genetic content. 



Claim j/(original): The method ac^rding to claim 1, wherein said property identification 
marker comprises an optically readable marker. 

Claim ^original): The method according to claim^ wherein said optically readable marker 

comprises a machine-readable marker. 
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CWm^t-V-D: Tte method according to claim;* wher«« .aid optically read*!, matar 

comprises coded information. 

^^dac^rdtag.oclai^w^.aidopHc.Uyr^Me^ 
comprises human readable information. 



Claim 2/(origmal): The method according to claim 1 , wherein .aid property identification 
marker comprises a radiant energy marker. 

QainJfCpreviouslyan^ded): The method accordmg to claim^, wherem said ramant energy 
marker comprises a radio frequency identification tag. 

preparation step beiBg porfonned prior to said sBp of caustas said bulk fiowab.e mataial to 

flow. 



Claim 23 (canceled) 

Oaim^curre.tlyamended): The method according to claim 1,****,*.^^ 

w ^ aari£WaFeS ^^ wh^rem^^ performed after said step of 

periodically dispensing. 
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Claim 2/(original): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property identification 
marker comprises information indicating a plurality of properties of said bulk flowable material. 

Claim ^(previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker comprises a color-coded marker. 

Claim ^(original): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property identification 
marker comprises a preprinted label. 

93 & 

Claim ^(original): The method according to claim yt, wherein said radiant energy marker 
contains identifying information stored prior to said step of causing said bulk flowable material 
to flow. 

Claim ^(original): The method according to claim 1, wherein said step of periodically 
dispensing is performed at pre-determined time intervals. 

32. 

Claim ^/(original): The method according to claim 1 , wherein said step of periodically 
dispensing is performed at pre-determined volume-related intervals. 

33 

Claim ^(original): The method according to claim I, wherein said property identification 
marker comprises a substance deposited onto said balk flowable material. 
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A \ * Claim ^(original): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property identification 
marker comprises a paper label. 

ClaimX^^ 1 J 1 " 5 method acc0Tdin g t0 cIaim l > Whcrd11 Said pr ° perty identification 
marker comprises a biodegradable label. 

Claim ^(previously amended): Hie method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker consists of a biodegradable ink. 

QaimXtpreviously amended): Hie method according to claim^T, wherein said biodegradable 
ink consists of a soy-based ink. 



Claim ^(original): The method according to claina^ wherein said substance comprises a 
colored vegetable-based dye. 



Claim^(original): The method according to claim h forther comprising the step of removing 
said property identification marker from said bulk flowable material. 

» 3 l 

Claim^C 0 *^* The method according to claim ^ wherein said removing step compn** a 
filtering step. 

ui 3^ 

Claim^CaKTerrtly amended): The method according to claim?< wherein said removing step 

comprises comprising an air flow generating step. 

Page 7 of 42 

Received from < 3193661917 > a!4/18/03 7:11:21 PM [Eastern 



03 04/18 FRI 18:16 FAX 3193661917 



Appl.No. 09/681,065 

Amdt dated April 18, 2003 

Reply to Office action of December 18, 2002 



SIMMONS&PERRINE ® 014 



1> 



Claim ^(original): The method according to claim ^wherein said removing step comprises 
gravity separation step. 



a 



Claim ^(original): The method according to claim wherein said removing step comprises a 
magnetic separating step. 

Claim^(origraal): The method according to claim 1, further comprising a marker reading step. 

Claim ^(original): The method according to claim further comprising a routing step 
wherein said bulk flowable material is routed to a location based on data obtained in said reading 
step. 

Claim^ (original): The method according to claim 1, wherein said periodically dispensing step 
is performed by a marker dispenser located in a bulk flowable material collection device. 

Claim ^(currently amended): The method according to claim/4, wherem said bulk flowable 
material eollcotor collection device comprises a crop harvester. 

Claim^ (previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information indicating a prior chemical treatment of said bulk 
flowable material. 
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Claim ^(original): The method according to claimed, wherein said prior chemical treatment 
comprises an insecticide application. 

Claim^(original): The method according to clahn/S. wherein said prior chemical treatment 
comprises a herbicide treatment. 

Claim ^ (previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information indicating future handling regarding said bulk 
flowable material. 



Claim ^ (previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker contains information indicating prior testing of said bulk flowable material. 



Claiin^original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of recording 
positioning information associated with said bulk flowable material. 

Claim^original): The method according to claim^f, wherein said recordmg step includes the 
step of receiving apositioning system signal related to said bulk flowable material. 

1 

Claim^/(original): The method according to claim 4, wherein said harvested agricultural crop 
is located in a storage container. 
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Claim ^(original): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property identification 
marker comprises a shape-coded marker. 



Claim ^(previously amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said property 
identification marker comprises an edible marker. 



I Claims 56*§2 (withdrawn) 

\ 




ClaimV (currently amended): A material identification system, comprising: 

\ 

/ a plurality of property identification markers; and 

an automated marker dispenser capable of periodically dispensing said plurality of 
property identification markers into a flowing bulk flowable material; 

wherein said plurality of property identification markers carry information identifying a 
physical characteristic of a bulk flowable material in which said property identification marker is 
placed. 

Ik 

Ciaim^CciuTcntly amended): The «pj**ato mafrml identification system according to claim 
63, wherein said plurality of property identification markers identifies a bulk flowable mate-rial 
as containing a genetically modified organism. 

Claim)* (previously added): The method of claim 2, wherein said property identification 
marker contains information identifying a soil amendment application performed to soil used to 
grow said agricultural product. 
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Claim ^(previously added): The method of claim;*, wherein said soil amendment application 
comprises a fertilizer application. 

Clairn^ (previously added): The method of claim 1, wherein said property identification 
marker is made of biodegradable material. 

Claim ft (previously added): The method of claim 1, wherein said property identification 
marker is physically attached to a portion of said bulk flowable material. 

tS 

Claim $6 (previously added): The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of sensmg the 
volume of the flowing bulk flowable material, and wherein said periodically dispensing step 
dispenses a property identification marker so as to achieve a given property identification marker 
to volume ratio. 

Claim previously added): The method of claim^C further comprismg the steps of: 
reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via the reading step to calculate statistical information related to the 
bulk flowable material. 

ClaimX(P reviousl y added > : metllod of claim /^ furQier ******* &c 5161)5 of: 
reading a dispensed property identification marker, and 

using data obtained via the reading step to calculate the bulk flowable material' s volume. 
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Claim ^(previously added): The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of sensing the 
mass of the flowing bulk flowable material, and wherein said periodically dispensing step 
dispenses a property identification marker so as to achieve a given property identification maiker 
to mass ratio, 

(A ¥ 

Claim ^(previously added): The method of claimX^" comprising the steps of: 
reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via the reading step to calculate statistical information related to the 
bulk flowable material. 

Claim ^(previously added): Hie method of claim^, further comprising the steps of: 
reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via the reading step to calculate the bulk flowable material's mass. 

ni 

Claim y (previously added): The method of claim 1. farther comprising the step of sensmg the 
weight of the flowing bulk flowable material, and wherein said periodically dispensing step 
dispenses a property identification marker so as to achieve a given property identification marker 
to weight ratio. 
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Claim ^(previously added): The method of clairn^ further comprising the steps of: 
reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data ohtaitied via the reading step to calculate statistical information related to the 
bulk flowable material. 

ClaimXCpreviously added): The method ofclairn^, farther comprising the steps of: 
reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via the reading step to calculate me bulk flowable material's weight. 

Claimj^tpreviously added): The method of claim^ wherein said reading step is performed 
automatically. 

Claims (previously added): The method of claim T^uriner comprising the step of routing the 
bulk flowable material based on a determined property of the bulk flowable material. 

Claira^npreviously added): The method of claim wherein said routing step comprises the 
step of automatically routing the bulk flowable material in response to data gathered via said 
automatic reading step. 

Claim^ (previously added): The method of claim K wterei * said ste P of automatically 
routing farther comprises the step of automatically directing bulk flowable material sharing a 
given determined property to a designated storage location. 
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Claim ^(previously amended): The method of claira^ wherein said step of automatically 
routing directs genetically modified bulk flowable material to a storage location collecting 
genetically modified bulk flowable material so as to segregate said genetically modified bulk 
C' V flowable material from bulk flowable materi al that has not been genetically modified. 



Claim ^(previously added): The method of claim $0f wherein said step of automatically 
routing further comprises the step of automatically directing bulk flowable material sharing a 
given determined property to a designated treatment location. 

Claim^/(previously added): The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of routing the 
bulk flowable material based on a determined property of the bulk flowable material. 



77 

Claim (previously added): The material identification system according to claim^ wb.ertin 
said plurality of property identification markers identifies a bulk flowable material as containing 
an organism that has not been genetically modified. 

Claim^fcreviously added): The material identification system according to claim^3fwherein 
said plurality of property identification markers comprises a plurality of labels. 

Claim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to claim^?, further 
comprising a preprinted continuous label spool which is subdivided to create said plurality of 
property identification markers. 
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Clainy^Cpreviously added): The material identification system according to claim ft wherein 
said preprinted continuous label spool comprises a continuous barcode printed thereon. 

f Claim^Cpreviously added): The material identification system according to claim wherein 

said plurality of property identification markers comprises a plurality of optically readable 
markers. 

p $/ 

Claim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to clarm^ wherein 
said plurality of optically readable markers comprises a plurality of machine-readable markers. 

Claim^ (previously added): The material identification system according to claim p, wherein 
said plurality of optically readable markers contain coded information. 

Claim^ (previously added): The material identification system according to clairn^ where* 
said plurality of optically readable markers comprises a human readable portion. 

<& is 

Claun^(previously added): The material identification system according to claim 6?f wherein 
saidplurality of property identification markers comprises a plurahtyofradiant energy markers. 

Claim <* (previously amended): The material identification system according to clami^ 
wherein saidplurality of radiant energy markers comprises aplurality of radio frequency 
identification tags. 
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Claim^ (previously added): The material identification system according to claim# wherein 
each property identification marker of said plurality of property identification markers contain 
information identifying a plurality of characteristics of a bulk flowable material. 

y Claim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to claim^, wherein 

said plurality of property identification markers is biodegradable. 

Claim^ (previously added): The material identification system according to claim # whe rem 
said plurality of property identification markers is consumable. 

Claim ^(previously amended): The material identification system according to clahn^ 
wherein said plurality of property identification markers consists of a plurality of ink doses. 



ClaimX(previously amended): The material identification system according to clairn^ 
wherein said plurality ofproperty identification markers counts of a plurality of biodegradable 

ink doses. 

aaim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to claim & 
wherenf said plurality ofproperty identification markers comprises a plurality of soy-based ink 

doses. 
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Claim^T (previously added): The material identification system according to claim j»5, 
wherein said plurality of property identification markers comprises a plurality of colored marker 
doses. 

Claim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to claim j& 
wherein said plurality of property identification markers comprises a plurality of colored, 
vegetable-based dye doses. 



Claim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to claim ^ 
wherein said plurality of property identification markers contains information identifying a soil 
amendment application performed to soil used to grow an agriculturally generated bulk flowable 
material. 

ClairnJP^Cpreviously added): The material identification system of claim >03, wherein said 
plurality of property identification markers contains information identifying a fertilizer 
application as the soil amendment application. 

ft W 
Claim y6 (previously added): The material identification system according to clairn^ 
wherein said plurality of property identification markers contains information identifying a 
pesticide application adrninistered to an agriculturally generated bulk flowable material. 

Claim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to datn^tf, further 

comprising a bulk flowable material conveying apparatus. 
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Claim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to clamt ft further 
comprising abulk flowable material routing apparatus. 

Claim^previoasly added): The material identification system according to clann^ further 
comprising an automatic bulk flowable material routing apparatus. 

ml « 

Qaim ^(previously added): The material identification system according to claim^ further 
comprising a property identification marker reading apparatus. 

Claimj^reviously added): The material identification system according to claim ^further 
comprising an automatic property identification marker reading apparatus. 

Claims 111-1.13 (canceled) / 
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Claim ^(currently amended): A method of indicating whether a bulk flowable material 
contains a genetically modified organism, comprising the steps of: 
causing a harvested bulk flowable material to flow; and 

^aru^^ b y associate idrntifiration ftd» with the 

B£QEgd3U denti^ « H> ^ OTmQd rnnnirrftnt ^ m ™* n * 

step: and 

dispensing aplurality of readily-identifiable property identified into the 

flowing bulk flowable material to indicate whether the harvested bulk flowable material contains 
a genetically modified organism. 

Claim W^viously added): The method of claim lK further comprising the step of 
harvesting an unbarvestcd bulk flowable material. 

Claim previously added): The method of claim y< further comprising the steps of: 

selecting a field containing a quantity of an unharvested bulk flowable material, at l east a 

portion of the unharvested bulk flowable material being a genetically modified organism; and 
harvesting the unharvested bulk flowable material from the selected field. 

Claim^previously added): The method of claim ^wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers are human-readable property identification markers. 
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Claim >11T (previously added): The method of claim wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers are machine-readable property identification 
markers. 

Iff « (0$ 
Claim lJ^(previously added): The method of claim wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers are radio frequency identification markers. 

Clami>2(f (previously added): The method of claim J^5, wherein said dispensing step is 
performed at generally the same time as said harvesting step. 



Claim j^(previously added): The method of claim wherein said dispensing step is 
performed at a location removed from the field selected in said selecting step. 

m fx 

Claim j2^(previously added): The method of claim wherein said dispensing step is 
performed at the location of the field selected in said selecting step. 

119- lb* 

Claim p^(previously added): The method of claim Ji< wherein the presence of the plurality 
of readily-identifiable property identification markers in the harvested bulk flowable material 
indicates, without the need for further testing of the harvested bulk flowable material, the 
presence of a genetically modified organism. , 



(g)026 
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Claii^*2T(previously added): .The method of claim )Af, wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers also indicate an additional characteristic of the 



harvested bulk flowable material. 



Claim ^(currently amended): A method of identifying a genetic characteristic of a bulk 
flowable material, comprising the steps of: 

causing a harvested bulk flowable material to flow; and 

pr^rinfx a property identification m arker by associating idenrification^ata with . the 
property identification marker. r^armo steo heino performed concurrent with said causi ng 
step: and 

dispensing a plurality of readily-identifiable property identification markers into the 
flowing harvested bulk flowable material to indicate a genetic characteristic of the harvested 
bulk flowable material that cannot be visually perceived by an unaided human eye. 

ClaunJ^tpreviously added): The method of claim yr, further comprising the step of 
harvesting an unharvested bulk flowable material, at least a portion of the unharvested bulk 
flowable material having a genetic characteristic that cannot be visually perceived by an unaided 
human eye. 
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Claim j^T(previously added): The method of claim V£T, further comprising the steps of: 

selecting a field containing a quantity of an unharvested bulk flowable material, at leatf a 

portion of the unharvested bulk flowable material having a genetic characteristic that cannot be 

visually perceived by an unaided human eye; and 

harvesting the unharvested bulk flowable material from the selected field. 

m iff 

ClaiTn^aS*(previously added): The method of claim^25; wherein, in said dispensing step, said 
plurality of readily-identifiable property identification markers are dispensed to indicate whether 
a portion of the harvested bulk flowable material comprises a genetically modified organism. 

i ^ m 

Claim j!2^(previously added): The method of claiml^ wherein the presence of the plurality 
of readily-identifiable property identification markers in the harvested bulk flowable material 
indicates, without the need for further testing of the harvested bulk flowable material, whether 
the harvested bulk flowable material comprises a genetically modified organism. 

m M 

ClaimJ^CT(previously added): The method of claim p£> wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers also indicate an additional characteristi c of the 
harvested bulk flowable material. 

13* I* 

Claim \&( (previously added): The method of clainj^f, wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers also indicate an environmental treatment that has 
been performed on an area from which the harvested bulk flowable material was harvested. 
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Claim ^(previously added): The method of claim l*f, wherein the indicated ermronmenbil 
treatment comprises an application of a pesticide. 

Clami^ (previously added): The method of claim J3< wherein the indicated environmental 
treatment comprises an application of a herbicide. 

(93 ^ 

Claim ^(previously added): The method of claim J^f, wherein the indicated environmental 
treatment compri ses an application of a fertilizer. 

Claim 13* (currently amended): A method of associating an environmental treatment with a 

bulk flowable material, comprising the steps of: 

causing a harvested bulk flowable material to flow; and 

string irJorma tmn related to fr ft harvested bulk flowable material on, a readily- 

;,w«i»M* ttmnertv id entification mar ker , s a i d st oring ste p being performed concurrent with, 

said causing step: and 

dispensing a plurality of readily-identifiable property identification markers into the 
flowing harvested bulk flowable material to indicate that a given environmental treatment has 
been performed cm an area from which the bulk flowable material had been collected, the 
performance of the environmental treatment being not capable of visual detection by viewing the 
harvested bulk flowable material with an unaided human eye. 

185 W 

Claim^(previousry added): The method of clairn^Twherein the indicated environmental 

treatment comprises an application of a pesticide. 
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Claim^(previously added): The method of claim AST, wherein the indicated environmental 
treatment comprises an application of a herbicide. 

Claim ^(previously added): The method of claimpoTwherein the indicated environmental 
treatment comprises a soil amendment. 



[gl 030 



Claim ^(previously added): The method of claim^pC wherein the soil amendment comprises 
an application of a fertilizer. 

Claim>W(previously added): The method of claimpC wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers also indicate an additional characteristic of the 
harvested bulk flowable material. 

Claim^T (previously added): The method of claim XtS, wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers also indicate a genetic characteristic of the harvested 
bulk flowable material. 

13] 

Claim 142 (previously added): The method of claim^ wherein the presence of the pluraliiy 
of readily-identifiable property identification markers in the harvested bulk flowable material 
reduces the need for further testing of the harvested bulk flowable material to determine whether 
the harvested bulk flowable material has undergone an environmental treatment 
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Claim J^Sf (previously added): The method of claim wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers are machine-readable property identification 
markers. 

Claim (previously added): The method of claim p^T wherein the plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers are radio frequency identification markers. 



Claim l^(currently amended): A method of identifying a characteristic of a bulk flowable 
material in a manner that will travel with the bulk flowable material and that will reduce the need 
for subsequent testing of the bulk flowable material for presence of the characteristic, comprising 
the steps of: 

determining whether at least a portion of a chosen lot of a harvested bulk flowable 
material possesses a given characteristic; 

causing the chosen lot of harvested bulk flowable material to flow; and 

storing information related to the chosen lot on a property identification marker, said 
storing step being performed concurrent with said causing step: and 

periodically dispensing a property identification marker into the flowing bulk flowable 
material; 

wherein presence of the property identification marker in the harvested bulk flowable 
material reduces the need for further testing of the chosen lot of harvested bulk flowable material 
to determine whether the given characteristic is present in the chosen lot. 
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Clainvt*ftT(previously added): The method of claim further comprising the steps of: 
selecting a field containing a quantity of an unharvested bulk flowable material; and 
harvesting the unharvested bulk flowable material from the selected field; 
wherein, in said dispensing step, the property identification marker is dispensed into the 
flowing bulk flowable material without regard to the specific harvest point within the boundaries 
of the selected field from which the bulk flowable material has been harvested. 

Claim J#/(previously added): The method of claunl^?, wherein the property identification 
marker comprises human-readable information. 

in & 

Claim^l^Cpreviously added): The method of claim wherein the property identification 
marker comprises machine-readable information. 

Claim J^tpreviously added): The method of claim £0, wherein the property identification 
marker comprises a radio frequency identification marker. 

Claim 1^0T(previou$ly added): The method of claim^Sr^wherein the determined given 
characteristic comprises a genetic characteristic. 

Claim^f (previously added): The method of claimj#5fwherein the determined given 

characteristic comprises an exposure of the area from which the harvested bulk flowable material 

was harvested to an environmental treatment, the environment treatment having been performed 

prior to harvesting of the harvested bulk flowable material. 
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Claim \Sff [previously added): The method of claim MS, wherein the property identification 
marker also indicates an additional characteristic of the harvested bulk flowable material. 

* Claim (previously added): The method of claim wherein the indicated additional 

characteristic of the harvested bulk flowable material comprises ownership information related to 
the harvested bulk flowable material. 

Claim J^4 (previously added): The method of claim wherein the indicated additional 
characteristic of the harvested bulk flowable material comprises origin information related to the 
harvested bulk flowable material. 

Claim p^(currently amended): A method of harvesting and identifying a characteristic of a 
buJk flowable material containing a genetically modified organism, comprising the steps of: 

selecting a field containing a quantity of a bulk flowable material, at least a portion of the 
bulk flowable material being a genetically modified organism; 

harvesting the bulk flowable material from the selected field; 
causing the harvested bulk flowable material to flow; and 

storing information related to the bulk flow able material on a property identification 
marker, said sto ring step being performed concurre nt with said causing step; and 

dispensing, without regard to location within the selected field, a plurality of readily- 
identifiable property identification markers into the flowing bulk flowable material to indicate 

that the harvested bulk flowable material contains a genetically modified organism. 
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Claim / J^(new): A method for indicating a characteristic of a bulk flowable material, 
comprising the steps oft 

selecting a bulk flowable material having a determined property; 

causing the bulk flowable material to flow; 

preparing a property identifi cation marker by associating data with the property 
identification marker, said preparing step being performed concurrent with said causing step: and 

periodically dispensing a prepared property identification marker into the bulk flowable 
material. 



Claim j^f (new): The method according to claim L§€ 7 wherein the property identification 
marker contains information identifying a grower of the bulk flowable material. 

Iff l¥S 

Claim J^"(new): The method according to claim l^C wherein the property identification 
marker contains information identifying an owner of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim (new): The method according to claim l^whcrein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating geographic origin of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim JJaV (new): The method according to claim ^J^tCwherein the property identLGciUion 
marker contains information indicating a genetic property of the bulk flowable material. 
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Claim (new): The method according to claim wherein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating a historical record of the bulk flowable material. 

15( W 

Claim ^? (new): The method according to claim >567 wherein the bulk flowable material 
comprises an agricultural product, and wherein the property identification marker contains 
information indicating a crop variety designation related to the agricultural product. 

Claim (new): The method according to claim J^wherein the bulk flowable material 
comprises an agricultural product, and wherein the property identification marker contains 
information indicating a specific trait associated with the agricultural product. 

163 Iff 

Claim l/tf (new): The method according to claim J^whcrein the bulk flowable material 
comprises an agricultural product, and wherein the property identification marker contains 
information useful for indicating whether the agricultural product is a genetically modified 
organism. 

Claim (new): The method according to claim J^wherem the bulk flowable material 
comprises an agricultural product, and wherein the property identification marker contains 
information indicating the agricultural product's genetic content. 

lis M 

Claim < ^(new): The method according to clairaj^fwherein the property identification 
marker comprises information indicating a plurality of properties of the bulk flowable material. 
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Claim Ipf (new): The method according to claim wherein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating a prior chemical treatment of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim ^(new): The method according to claunl^whercin the prior chemical treatment 
comprises an insecticide application. 

Claim ^"(new): The method according to claim l^whercin the prior chemical treatment 
comprises a herbicide treatment. 

Claim 070 (new): The method according to claim j^T wherein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating furore handling regarding the bulk flowable material. 

Claim (new): The method according to claim j^Twherein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating prior testing of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim l^new): The method according to claim J^rfurther comprising the step of recording 
positioning information associated with the bulk flowable material. 

ClaimJ^new): The method according to claim J^Wherein the property identification 
marker comprises a radiant energy marker. 

Claim 17<(new): The method according to claim l^wherein the property identification 

marker comprises an optically readable marker. 
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Claim^ (new): A method for indicating a characteristic of a bulk flowable material, 
comprising the steps of: 

causing a bulk flowable material to flow; 

periodically dispensing a property identification marker into the bulk flowable material; 
and 

storing information related to the bulk flowable material on a property identification 
marker, said storing step being performed after said periodically dispensing step. 

Claim W6 (new): The method according to claim wherein the property identification 
marker contains information identifying a grower of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim y^(new): The method according to claim ^^wherein the property identification 
marker contains information identifying an owner of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim Xp (new): The method according to claim J&f- wherein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating geographic origin of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim \p4 (new): The method according to claim J^Sf^herein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating a genetic property of the balk flowable material. 

M M 

Claim \§0 (new): The method according to claim J&f wherein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating a historical record of flic bulk flowable material. 
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Claim J#f (new): The method according to claim p$, wherein the bulk flowable material 
comprises an agricultural product, and wherein the property identification marker contains 
Q)< information indicating a crop variety designation related to the agricultural product. 

(11 M 
Claim yti (new): The method according to claim pf, wherein the bulk flowable material 

comprises an agricultural product, and wherein the property identification marker contains 

information indicating a specific trait associated with the agricultural product. 

Claim 1£3 (new): The method according to claim J^fwherein the bulk flowable material 
comprises an agricultural product, and wherein the property identification marker contains 
information useful for indicating whether the agricultural product is a genetically modified 
organism. 

Claim l£4<(new): The method according to claim wherein the bulk flowable material 
comprises an agricultural product, and wherein the property identification marker contains 
information indicating the agricultural product's genetic content. 

Iff 

Claim IfiB (new): The method according to claim ptf, wherein the property identification 
marker comprises information mdicating a plurality of properties of the bulk flowable material . 

ns M 

Claim^Stf^new): The method according to claim. ptf wherein the property identification 
marker contains inform ation indicating a prior chemical treatment of the bulk flowable material. 
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ClainU«V(new): The method according to claim J^, wherein the prior chemical treatment 
comprises an insecticide application. 

Claim ^(new): The method according to claim wherein the prior chemical treatment 
comprises a herbicide treatment. 

fit I $ 

Claim \0 (new): The method according to claim p£ wherein the property identification 

marker contains information indicating future handling regarding the bulk flowable material. 

Claim l^(new): The method according to claim JT^, wherein the property identification 
marker contains information indicating prior testing of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim l^f (new): The method according to claim>?5f further comprising the step of recording 
positioning information associated with the bulk flowable material. 

Claim J^(new): The method according to claim i?5f wherein the property identification 
marker comprises a radiant energy marker. 

hp- M 

Claim \»i (new): The method according to claim Jj£ wherein the property identification 
marker comprises an optically readable marker. 
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Claim l^new): A property indication apparatus, comprising: 

means for indicating a property of a bulk flowable material; 
means for causing a buTk flowable material to flow; 

means for preparing said means for identifying a property by associating identification 
data with said means for identifying a property, and 

means for periodically dispensing said means for indicating a property into a flowing 

bulk flowable material; 

wherein said means for preparing operates concurrent with said means for causing a bulk 

flowable material to flow. 

Claim ^(new): The property indication apparatus according to claim 1^, wherein said means 
for indicating a property identifies a grower of the bulk flowable material. 



Claim l^new): The property indication apparatus according to claim wherein said means 
for indicating a property identifies an owner of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim^W): The property indication apparatus according to claim 1£4, wherein said means 
for indicating a property identifies geographic origin of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim JSS>cw): The property indication apparatus according to claim Jitf, wherein said means 
for indicating a property identifies a genetic property of the bulk flowable material. 
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Claim JjWjnew): The property indication apparatus according to claim wherein said means 
for indicating a property indicates a historical record of the bulk flowable material. 



Claim g0tf (new): The property indication apparatus according to claim ^P^f wherein the bulk 
flowable material comprises an agricultural product, and wherein said means for indicating a 
property identities a crop variety designation related to the agricultural product 



Claim (new): The property indication apparatus according to claim^9^ wherein the bulk 
flowable material comprises an agricultural product, and wherein said means for indicating a 
property identifies a specific trait associated with the agricultural product 

Claim ^p^f(new): The property indication apparatus according to claim^*f wherein the bulk 
flowable material comprises an agricultural product, and wherein said means for indicating a 
property identifies whether the agricultural product is a genetically modified organism. 

Claim (new): The property indication apparatus according to claim^SW^ wherein the bulk 
flowable material comprises an agricultural product, and wherein said means for indicating a 
property identifies the agricultural product's genetic content. 

Claim jp4"(new): The property indication apparatus according to claim X^Af, wherein said means 
for indicating a property identifies a plurality of properties of the bulk flowable material. 
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Claim ^05 [new): The property indicatLon apparatus according to claim wherein said means 
for indicating a property identifies a prior chemical treatment of the bulk flowable material. 

\% iW 

Claim 20ff(new); The property indication apparatus according to claim 2£&, wherein the prior 
chemical treatment comprises an insecticide application. 

Claim. £$f (new): The property indication apparatus according to claim £p5f wherein the prior 
chemical treatment comprises a herbicide treatment. 



Claim ^OB^new): The property indication apparatus according to claim wherein said means 
for indicating a property identifies future handling regarding the bulk flowable material. 

Claim 2#f(new): The property indication apparatus according to claim / >92f/wherein said means 
for indicating a property identifies prior testing of the bulk flowable material. 

Claim 2*^ (new): The property indication apparatus according to claim l><wherein said means 
for indicating a property comprises an optically readable marker. 

Claim>H (new); The property indication apparatus according to claim wherein said 
optically readable marker comprises a machine-readable marker. 

aw ^ 

Claim 2J^( new ) : Th B property indication apparatus according to claim 2*0, wherein said 
optically readable marker comprises coded information. 
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Claim2JJ^new): The property indication apparatus according to claim gftT, wherein said 
optically readable marker comprises human readable information. 

Claim 2^C(ncw): The property indication apparatus according to claim 194? wherein said means 
for indicating a property comprises a radiant energy marker. 



Claim y& (new): The property indication apparatus according to claim ^J4, wherein said 
radiant energy marker comprises a radio frequency identification tag. 

Claim 2^ (new): A method for identifying a characteristic of a bulk flowable material, 
comprising the steps of: 

causing a bulk flowable material to flow; 

sensing th^volume of the flowing bulk flowable material; 

periodically dispensing a property identification marker into the bulk flowable material, 
wherein said periodically dispensing step dispenses a property identification marker so as to 
achieve a given property identification marker to volume ratio; 

reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via said reading step to calculate statistical information related to the 
bulk flowable material. 
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Claim 2)rf (new): A method for indicating a characteristic of a bulk flowable material, 
comprising the steps of: 

causing a bulk flowable material to flow; 

sensing &e (volume of the flowing bulk flowable material; 

periodically dispensing a property identification marker into the bulk flowable material, 
wherein said periodically dispensing step dispenses a property identification marker so as to 
achieve a given property identification marker to volume ratio; 

reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via said reading step to calculate the bulk flowable material's 



Claim 2 J4f (new) : A method for indicating a characteristic of a bulk flowable material, 
comprising the steps of: 

causing a bulk flowable material to flow; 



periodically dispensing a property identification marker into the bulk flowable material, 
wherein said periodically dispensing step dispenses a property identification marker so as to 
achieve a given property identification marker to mass ratio; 

reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via said reading step to calculate statistical information related to tiic 
bulk flowable material. 



volume. 




<2> 

sensing <the mass of the flowing bulk flowable material; 
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Claim 2>9^(new): A method for indicating a characteristic of a bulk flowable material, 
comprising the steps of: 

causing a bulk flowable material to flow; 

sensing themass of the flowing bulk flowable material; 

#■1 

periodically dispensing a property identification marker into the bulk flowable material, 
wherein said periodically dispensing step dispenses a property identification marker so as to 
achieve a given property identification marker to mass ratio; 

reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via said reading step to calculate the bulk flowable material's mass. 



Claim £20* (new): A method for indicating a characteristic of a bulk flowable material, 
comprising the steps of: 

causing a bulk flowable material to flow; 

a 

& sensing the weight of the flowing bulk flowable material; 

periodically dispensing a property identification marker into the bulk flowable material, 
wherein said periodically dispensing step dispenses a property identification marker so as to 
achieve a given property identification marker to weight ratio; 
reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via said reading step to calculate statistical information related to the 
bulk flowable material. 
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Clamor (new): A method for indicating a characteristic of a bulk flo wable material, 
comprising the steps of: 

J ^ causing a bulk flowable material to flow; 

ff " sensing theVcight of the flowing bulk flowable material; 

periodically dispensing a property identification marker into the bulk flowable materiaJ, 
wherein said periodically dispensing step dispenses a property identification maricer so as to 
achieve a given property identification marker to weight ratio; 
reading a dispensed property identification marker; and 

using data obtained via said reading step to calculate the bulk flowable material's weight. 
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